
by Tara Wendell

Who says two cities 
can’t come togeth-
er for the common 

good even though they sepa-
rated more than 100 years 
ago? A recent exchange 
between the clerks of council 
for Bay Village and Westlake 
proves they can.

In February 2010, a year 
before Westlake’s Bicenten-
nial, Clerk of Council Denise 
Rosenbaum began a quest 
to find every elected official 
in the city’s 200-year his-
tory. As part of her project 
to pay tribute to the leaders 
that helped shape the city, 
Ms. Rosenbaum pored over 
archived records, newspa-
pers, plat maps and census 
forms, adding all the names she found to a 
master spreadsheet.

Shortly after she began, Ms. Rosen-
baum showed the unfinished spreadsheet 
to someone she knew would share her 
enthusiasm, fellow clerk Joan Kemper 
of Bay Village. Since both cities share a 
common beginning as the township of 
Dover, the officials on Ms. Rosenbaum’s 
list between 1811 and 1902 belong not just 
to the history of Westlake, but to Bay Village 
as well.

Ms. Kemper expressed an interest in 
obtaining the spreadsheet once Ms. Rosen-
baum finished her research, in order to 
insert her own compilation of the officials 

that took office after Bay Village split from 
Dover in 1903.

At the time, the Westlake project was 
still a work in progress, and the layout of the 
list was far from final. However, the request 
did not go unnoted.

Ms. Rosenbaum continued her 
research throughout 2010 and much of 
2011. Once the spreadsheet was com-
pleted, the list of Westlake’s government 
officials was reproduced on a granite 
plaque and in a corresponding booklet. 
The plaque was ceremoniously unveiled 
in the city hall rotunda on Nov. 3, 2011, and 
after the city’s bicentennial year came to a 
close, Ms. Rosenbaum recalled the request 

of Ms. Kemper and took it one 
step further.

“I thought it would be 
great to surprise Joan not only 
with the spreadsheet itself, but 
with all the Bay Village names 
already inserted for her,” Ms. 
Rosenbaum told the Observer. 
“She works very hard and may 
not have the time to do it. And 
since I knew the names were 
already compiled, it didn’t take 
long for me to do.”

With the help of some 
connections at Bay Village 
City Hall, she obtained the list 
of government officials from 
the clerk of council’s office, 
but without Ms. Kemper’s 
knowing for whom the infor-
mation really was needed. 
Ms. Rosenbaum then inserted 
the names of the Bay Village 

Council members, mayors and clerks 
from the year they seceded, 1903, to the 
present into the same spreadsheet used 
for the Westlake project and created a 
similar booklet to the one published for 
Westlake.

On Feb. 23, 2012, she, along with 
members of the Bay Village administration, 
gathered in the council chambers to sur-
prise Ms. Kemper with the booklet. At first, 
Ms. Kemper was apprehensive, wondering 
why all these people had approached her 
unexpectedly. But that changed to shock 
and then surprise as Ms. Rosenbaum pre-
sented the booklet to her. 
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Joe Calucchia and Patt Long watch a trick unfold as Magic Mike 
entertains the guests at the Cabaret Night fundraiser.

Clerks bring harmony to cities’ history

by Louise Seeholzer

The Westlake-Westshore Arts Council 
and Clague Playhouse hit a grand slam 
homerun on March 3 without using a 

ball and bat. A Cabaret Night, the fundraising 
event co-sponsored by these groups, had the 
aura of success from beginning to end. 

Over 200 guests gathered at Wagner’s Coun-
try Inn generating a positive energy that con-
tinued to build during the evening filled with 
socialization, tempting auction items, good 
food and fine entertainment. The event drew 
supporters of the arts not only from Westlake 
and Bay Village, but also from Solon, Lyndhurst, 
Strongsville, Parma, Richfield and Maumee. The 
sellout crowd was welcomed by WWAC presi-
dent Marge Widmar and Clague Playhouse pres-
ident Lillian Boehmer, who expressed gratitude 
for the wonderful support for the arts that the 
overflow audience represented.

Mayor Dennis Clough, who had other 
commitments that evening, made a brief 
appearance to show his support for WWAC and 
Clague Playhouse.

Master of Ceremonies Greg Violand and 
his wife, Maryann Nagel, co-produced the 
entertainment, which followed the dinner. Vio-
land and Nagel began the show with a George 
Burns and Gracie Allen routine that had an 
audience of all ages laughing.

In addition to Violand and Nagel, gifted 
vocalists Tina D. Stump, Dyan Beder, Darryl 
Lewis and Paul Floriano performed well-cho-
sen songs from a variety of musicals. They 
were accompanied by keyboardist Tom Bone-
zzi. The talented enter-
tainers provided ample 
reason for applause, 
which the audience gen-
erously provided.

Successful Cabaret Night calls for encore

Clerks of council Denise Rosenbaum  of Westlake, left, and 
Joan Kemper of Bay Village.

by Jennifer Smillie

I am currently working with a 
few people to develop a bicy-
cle cooperative in Bay Village. 

Currently there are two bicycle 
cooperatives locally – one in Ohio 
City and another in Oberlin, both 
of which I have been working with 
this year to get a better under-
standing of how they function.

For those of you not familiar 
with bicycle cooperatives, they are 
non-profit organizations whose 
missions are guided by the unique 
needs of the communities of 
where they are located. As a result 
of this, I believe our cooperative 
would incorporate some of the 
other cooperatives’ characteris-
tics but would have a different 
focus based on the community it 
represents.

The goal for our bicycle coop-
erative is to foster an appreciation 
for the health benefits of bicycling 
in the community, and to serve 
as a model for our community 
on ways to develop and integrate 
sustainable practices into their 
lives through the refurbishing 
and upcycling of older bicycles. 

Village Bicycle 
Cooperative 
start-up looking 
for your input

 » See  COOPERATIVE, page 4

 » See  CABARET, page 6
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by Karen Derby

“I have this theory that if one person 
can go out of their way to show 
compassion, then it will start a 

chain reaction of the same. People will 
never know how far a little kindness can go.”

The quote is from the journal of Rachel 
Scott, a 17-year-old high school senior who 
was the first person killed at Columbine 
High School on April 20, 1999. The mes-
sage is a constant throughout Rachel’s Chal-
lenge, an outreach program against school 
violence, that was established in Rachel 
Scott’s memory and one in which Bay High 
School and Bay Middle School students are 
participating this year.

“Our school district employs a variety 
of approaches to create a safe and healthy 
learning environment for our students,” 
said Kevin Jakub, assistant principal at Bay 
Middle School and the organizer of Rachel’s 
Challenge for the school district. “We’ve 
established Bay Family Services, which 
refers students and families to professional 
support they might need for many types of 
problems. Our counselors and psycholo-
gists are trained to look for problems like 
emotional distress, and to intervene before 
they reach the crisis stage.”

Jakub said that he’d heard good things 
about Rachel’s Challenge, and he, as well as 
fellow administrators and teachers, wanted 
to bring it to Bay Village. They approached 
the Bay Village Education Foundation for 
funding, and the Foundation provided 
$2,000 to bring in the program.

Students, par-
ents and commu-
nity members were 
introduced to Rachel 
Scott through a 
video and presenta-
tion by her uncle, 
Larry Scott, this past 
fall. The video cov-
ered news footage 
of the Columbine 
High School tragedy 
in which 12 students 
and a teacher, as 
well as the two stu-
dent gunmen, were killed. After the tragedy, 
Rachel’s family began looking through her 
belongings and reading the journals she 
kept, all which contained the common 
theme that she wanted to change the world 
through small acts of kindness. The pro-
gram was developed around Rachel’s goals.

Bay Village students have been working 
on a variety of Rachel’s Challenge activities 
through the school year.

“This is a program that is meant to be 
lived,” said Jakub. “It’s not just a presenta-
tion that you see one day and then forget 
about.”

At Bay High School, students who 
see someone committing a “random act 
of kindness” will write it down on a slip of 
paper and put them into a collection box. 
The goal is to use the papers to create as 
long a paper chain as possible, with each 
link representing a true act of kindness. Stu-
dents at Bay High also wrote letters to their 

custodians and cafeteria workers thank-
ing them for their service and letting them 
know their work is appreciated.

At Bay Middle School, students call-
ing themselves Rachel’s Angels spend one 
day after school making sandwiches for 
the homeless, including cheerful notes in 
each sandwich bag. The group plans various 
other activities throughout the school year 
for students, and they wear T-shirts that bear 
the now famous quote from Rachel Scott.

Jakub said that while no one can pre-
dict or make guarantees against events 
like those that occurred at Columbine and 
Chardon, the tragedies demonstrate the 
need for schools to be involved in teaching 
our children to be kind and caring individ-
uals. “We need to provide programs that 
help students learn empathy and good 
character,” he said. “We need to nurture 
our children not just academically, but 
emotionally as well.” 

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by, for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village, 
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community.
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great communities. 
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to groom your beloved pet!
Services offered:
•All natural grooming products
•Aromatherapy for calming your pet
•Massage/Warm Towel Wrap
•Paw/Pad Treatment
•Fur Coloring
•Facials •Teeth Brushing

Fur De’Tail
Heather O’Connor - Professional Groomer
Licensed & Insured • www.furdetail.com

Let me come to your door 
to groom your beloved pet!

Mobile Pet Salon
440-787-4058

FOR
   HIS

TORIC   PRESERVATION

2011
WINNERWINNERWE

STL
AKE

 AWARD OF DISTINCTION

 H E R I TA G E  P R E S E R VAT
I O

N★★★

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

BECOME AN 
OBSERVER!

JOIN MORE 
THAN 400 

CITIZEN 
WRITERS

SHARE YOUR 
STORIES ABOUT 

WESTLAKE & 
BAY VILLAGE 

it’s fun and easy to be part 
of this community project!
Sign up today in the online 

newsroom at
www.wbvobserver.com 

Rachel’s Challenge being kept alive     
by Bay Village Schools students

Each link in Bay High’s Rachel’s Challenge Chain will 
represent a witnessed act of kindness.

Compiled by Dave Scullin

They say...”She never for-
gets her age, once she’s 
decided what it’s to be.”

They say...”You have two 
hands, one for helping 
yourself, the other for 
helping others.”

They say...”He lights up a 
room when he leaves it.”

They say...
pOETRY
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The Bay Village Com-
munity Council, held 
a reception at the 

Fuller House on the BAYarts 
campus to honor the 2012 
recipients of Citizen of the 
Year and Project of the Year. 
Community Council mem-
bers vote each year to select 
the winners. 

Barb Harrell was select-

ed as Citizen of the Year 
for her service to the com-
munity as director of the 
Village Food Project, which 
provides healthy in-home 
meals to Bay Village families 
in a cancer crisis. 

The restoration of the 
BAYarts’ Irene Fuller House 
was honored as Project of the 
year. Built in the late 1800s, 

the Victorian house was 
moved in 1984 to the campus 
of BAYarts (then Baycrafters). 
With renovations completed 
in spring 2011, the structure 
offers a new gallery, teaching 
space, wrap-around porch 
and offices. Bay Village Mayor 
Debbie Sutherland read 
proclamations recognizing 
this year’s recipients. 
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The University of Akron
Lakewood
Confucius Institute Chinese Summer Camp 
for 7th -12th Grade Students

July 16 - 20, 2012 at UA Lakewood 
•	Presented by The University of Akron   

Confucius Institute
•	Learn Chinese language, art, history, sports, 

calligraphy and more.
•	Friday Field Trip to Cleveland’s Asia Town

Date: July 16-20, 2012 • Time: 9am to 1pm
Location: UA Lakewood • 14725 Detroit Ave Lakewood
Cost: $160 per student • Registration Deadline: May 31, 2012

Application form available at: https://lakewood.uakron.edu/
Send Application and $160 to:
The Confucius Institute • The University of Akron
Quaker Square, Suite 307 • Akron, OH 44325-9003

Questions?
Contact: 330-972-2013 • nee@uakron.edu •www.uakron.edu/ci

Chinese
Summer
Camp

Bay Citizen and Project of the 
Year honored at reception

by Kathy Rigdon

Youth Challenge (YC), the 
Westlake nonprofit that pro-
vides adapted sports and 

recreational opportunities to phys-
ically disabled children, is hon-
ored to receive support from the 
Ronald McDonald House Charities 
of Northeast Ohio and the Chris-
topher & Dana Reeve Foundation.

The Ronald McDonald House 
Charities granted YC $14,000 to 
outfit a new van with the necessary 
adaptive equipment.  The award 
was one of six grants totaling more 
than $63,000 given by the organization to local nonprofits that 
provide services to children. 

 “We’re grateful to the Ronald McDonald House Charities for this 
gift,” says Angelica Compton, YC foundation and communications 
manager. “The grant will allow us to purchase a wheelchair lift, tie-
downs and special seats for our new Sprinter van.”

Youth Challenge has also received a $3,000 Quality of Life grant 
from the Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation. The award was one 
of 76 grants totaling almost $450,000 awarded by the Reeve Foun-
dation to nonprofit organizations nationwide that aid in providing 
more opportunities, access and daily quality of life for individuals 
living with paralysis, and their families and caregivers.

YC will use the grant to help fund West Side Sports, a summer 
program that features sports in the morning followed by swimming 
in the afternoon at Clague Park in Westlake.

“West Side Sports is consistently one of our most popular pro-
grams with the participants and volunteers,” says Chris Garr, YC 
director of program services. “We’re honored to be recognized by 
Reeve Foundation.” 

Grants help Youth 
Challenge thrive

From left, Jeff Harrell, Barb Harrell, director of the Village Food Project; Eric Eakin, 
president of the Community Council; Peter Winzig, board president of BAYarts; Nancy 
Heaton, BAYarts executive director; and Bay Village Mayor Debbie Sutherland.
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Landscape Design & Installation • Outdoor Living Spaces • Fireplaces & Pits
Brick Pavers & Retaining Walls • Turf Maintenance  •Landscape Lighting

Serving Westlake and surrounding 
communities for over 20 years.

AWARD-WINNING DESIGN & MAINTENANCE
440.237.6486 

www.agrestalandscaping.com
Our solution will win you over. 
Our service will win your trust.

by Audrey Ray, fourth-grader at  Westerly 
Elementary School

Have you watched my D.I. team’s YouTube video 
yet? After the Green Team suggested we make a 
YouTube video, we decided that making one was 

a great idea. So a couple of us wrote a script, and we put 
it all together. It was so much fun! We all sang, rapped, or 
just said our lines about our beach clean-up and how we 
can keep the beach clean in the future. If you haven’t had a 
chance yet, you should look it up at tinyurl.com/aquagirls.

My team and I haven’t just been busy with the YouTube 
video. We also went to a Bay Village City Council meeting on 
Feb. 27. We contacted the Council President, Paul Koomar, 
and he helped arrange for us to be on the agenda. At the 
meeting, we were all very excited to speak in front of the 
Mayor and all the rest of the Council members.

We explained Destination Imagination and our chal-
lenge. We told them that we decided to clean up Huntington 
Beach because we went on a field trip with our class and saw 
how polluted it is. We described what we had learned about 
why the Beach is so polluted.

Then we talked about our plan to have a beach clean-up 
on Saturday, April 28, and our fundraiser, Pie Palooza, and all 
of the community partners who are helping us – Great Lakes 

Restoration Initiative, Adopt-a-Beach.org, the Bay 
Village Green Team, Cleveland Metroparks, Project 
Earth and last but not least, the Observer! Then we 
asked Mayor Sutherland to do an e-blast to invite the 
city to our Clean-up Day and also to advertise it on 
the City Hall marquis. 

The Mayor and the Council members said that 
they would be happy to help us out with an e-blast 
and listing it on the marquis – so keep a look out! I 
hope they liked us and our proj-
ect. I felt very proud of my team 
after we left the meeting.

Thank you Mayor Suther-
land, President Koomar and all 
the Council members! (I also 
want to say “hi” to my neighbor, 
Ms. Jerrie Barnett, who was at the 
meeting).

Although our Clean-up Day 
isn’t until April 28, DI is almost 
over. The dress rehearsal is this 
Sunday, March 4 and the compe-
tition is the next Saturday, March 
10. Next column I’ll be sure to tell 
you how we did! 

TALES OF A FOURTH-GRADE SOMETHING

Aqua Girls on the web and in front of City Council

Aqua Girls rehearse their YouTube video.

Aqua Girls make their presentation to Bay Village City Council Feb. 27.

Bay Presbyterian Church
 25415 Lake Road, Bay Village 

440.871.3822

Sunday worship times
8:00 am - Traditional Service
9:30 am - Blended Service

9:30 am - Contemporary Service
 in the Great Hall

11:15 am - Contemporary Service
www.baypres.org

CLERKS continued from front page

“I was shocked to see Denise 
walk in because we were due to go to 
a Northeast Ohio Municipal Clerks 
Association meeting together that 
day,” Ms. Kemper recalled, “but I had 
to cancel due to a busy work schedule.

“Then the story unfolded with 
the audience of Bay officials Denise 
picked up along her way to the cham-
bers. It was delightful. I am not sur-
prised, though, because Denise is an 
extraordinary clerk of council and the 
type of giving person who would go 
to the lengths she did to accommo-
date a fellow clerk.”

Ms. Kemper added that she was 
truly grateful and appreciative of Ms. 
Rosenbaum’s gesture, as were Mayor 
Sutherland and her administration.

While some fine tuning and 
relevant historical facts will need to 

be added to the list, Ms. Kemper’s 
request from almost a year before 
had been granted and then some.

But the tale of friendship and 
kindness doesn’t end there. While 
Ms. Rosenbaum secretly prepared 
the booklet, Ms. Kemper was work-
ing on a surprise of her own.

In January of this year, Ms. 
Kemper gathered materials to nom-
inate Ms. Rosenbaum for the Ohio 
Municipal Clerks Association “Clerk 
of the Year” award. The winner will be 
announced in April.

“Denise has done a terrific job for 
the past, present and future of the city 
of Westlake,” Ms. Kemper said. “She 
could have taken last summer off 
when council was in recess, but she 
plugged away to provide something 
very special for her community.” 

We also plan to partner with local orga-
nizations and businesses to hold “Spokes 
and Local Folks” rides in the area.

In order to develop the services, events 
and programs to best fit our community 
and local region, input from the commu-
nity would be greatly appreciated. Please 
take a moment to answer a few simple 
questions in our online survey at: http://

tinyurl.com/VBCinterestsurvey.
Membership will be open to residents 

and non-residents. Some examples of 
membership benefits include: use of the 
workspace and tools, discounts on parts 
and supplies and seminars/workshops. If 
you are interested or have questions and 
would like to contact me directly, please 
email me at Bisforbike48@gmail.com. 

COOPERATIVE continued from front page

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s 
Village Barber Shop

620 Dover Center Rd. • 440-871-0899
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FREE
Undercar 
InspectIon

(for most cars)

FREE
Brake 

InspectIon
(for most cars)

FREE
steerIng & sUspensIon 
InspectIon

(for most cars)

FREE
Battery 

InspectIon
(for most cars)

440-871-4949 
27303 Detroit Rd., Westlake

(just west of Dover Center)

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm;  Sat. 8am-4pm
www.mogowestlake.com

Quality Service & Repairs • Competitive Pricing 
• ASE Certified Technicians

15% OFF 
ANY SERVICE

Includes: startIng & chargIng, 
steerIng & suspensIon, electrIcal 

& emIssIons dIagonsIs, Brakes, 
exhaust & muffler, engIne perfor-
mance, heatIng & ac and oIl change

not valId wIth any other offers;
 expIres aprIl 14, 2012

MOGO    440-871-4949

$14.99 Oil Change 
& Filter  

(most cars; up to 5 qt.of 5w30. 
synthetIc & oIl cartrIdge extra)

good thru aprIl 14, 2012
MOGO    440-871-4949

We Will 
Beat Any 
Estimate 

by 10%

by Karen Derby

Bay High sophomore Shaley Stearns and some of her friends organized 
a group to make cards expressing condolences and hopeful messages 
to students at Chardon High School in the wake of the tragedy Chardon 

experienced on Monday, Feb. 27.
The students supplied paper, crayons and markers, and they caught up with 

fellow Bay High students during the school’s lunch periods. “I think we’ll have more 
than 100 cards, at least,” Shaley estimated. She plans to deliver the notes and cards 
to the Chardon High School office early next week.

Sophomore Ameera Venkataraman said that students were grateful for the 
opportunity to share their support for Chardon. “We lost a student last year to an 
illness, and it was hard for everyone here,” she said. “They lost three. It’s hard to 
imagine what they are going through.” 

Bay High students make condolence cards WHS students create and sign banner
by Kim Bonvissuto

Following the tragic events that unfolded on Feb. 27 at Chardon High School, 
students around the country struggled to find ways to show their support 
for the students and families impacted by the violence.

At Westlake High School, the Leadership Challenge group set up a paper 
banner with the words “Dear Chardon HS, We are thinking of you. Love, Westlake 
HS.” Over three days, students streamed into the high school Guidance Depart-
ment to sign the banner and offer their condolences and support for the Chardon 
students, families, teachers and community.

On Thursday, March 1, WHS School Resource Officer Scott Fortkamp delivered 
the banner to Chardon High School to welcome those students back to their school 
Friday morning. 

Bay High sophomores Shaley Stearns, left, and Ameera Venkataraman 
collected the condolence cards made by BHS students for the students 
of Chardon High School.

Bay High students created cards and notes of support.

WHS students sign a banner that was delivered to Chardon High School.

The banner is filled with messages of support and prayers from one high 
school to another.

Bay, Westlake high schoolers send support to Chardon students

 

  

Big interview coming up?

Is your resume flawless?

Planning a child’s birthday party?

Looking for a new family pet?

Need help with something 
but don’t know how to get it? 

Check With Nicole 
can help you today!
visit: www.checkwithnicole.com
or call 440.212.9588

The Con�dent 
Choice For 
In-Home 
Care.

 

 

 

Providing quality, a�ordable, non-medical
in-home care for seniors and other clients  
who need companionship and personal care.

firstlighthomecare.com

28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake
440-250-9733

Diner

26105 Center Ridge
(440) 835-5031

TUES-SUN 7am-3pm * CLOSED MON

Breakfast All Day * Homemade Soups
Party Trays & Take-Out

VICKI’S

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.
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by Jim Dispirito

March Madness 3 on 3 Basketball 
Tournament

Westlake Recreation Center 
is having a March Madness 3-on-3 
Tournament on Saturday, March 24. 
All games will be played at the Rec 
Center. Double elimination tourna-
ments with separate divisions for boy 
and girls.

Divisions are as follows: grades 
3/4, 5/6, 7/8. Tournament begins at 
10:00 a.m. Starting times staggered 
by division.  Rosters are limited to 
four players per team. Cost is $50 
for all-member teams, $60 for half-
member teams and $70 for non-
member teams. One payment per 
team only.

Deadline to register is March 17. 
Registration packets available at the 
Westlake Recreation Center or visit our 
website at www.wlrec.org. For further 
information please call 440-808-5700, 
ext. 3428.
Karate (ages 6 & older)

Students study an art repre-
senting several martial art systems 
including Kajukenpo, Chinese Kenpo, 
Judo and Japanese Karate. We encour-
age involvement of parents and chil-
dren together. You can have fun and 
pursue excellence at K.D.A. Fridays, 
March 16-April 27. (No classes on 
April 6 or 13.)
Junior Hapkido (Ages 5-13)

The Hapkido Martial Arts Pro-
gram and instructor Randy LePrevost 
will help develop the “Yes I Can Atti-
tude.” Some of the greatest benefits 
are increased concentration, self-
discipline and focus. In addition to 
our physical curriculum, we also 
teach the value of goals, knowledge 
and persistence. Belt-testing fee of 
$20 payable to instructor. March 
12-April 18, Mondays and Wednes-
days, 5:30-6:15 p.m. (No classes on 
April 9 or 11.)
Cardboard Boat Races (ages 7 
and up)

On Friday March 16, grab your 
friend and build a boat out of only 
cardboard and packing tape that is 
capable of holding you and your friend 
and then bring your boat to the Aquat-
ics Center. Three different categories 
will participate: Ages 7-9, 10-12 and 
13 & up.

Complete rules and regulations 
will be given out at time of registra-
tion, so register early. Cost is $10/
members, $15/residents, $20/non-
residents (per boat).

More information regarding all 
of these programs and more can be 
found at our website at www.wlrec.
org or by stopping by the Recreation 
Center at 28955 Hilliard Blvd., calling 
us at 440-808-5700 or by picking up 
our new Rec Gazette. 

Hoops or 
fitness: March 
Madness 
comes to the 
Westlake Rec!

Lakewood 

Care Services 
Staffed by professional nurses  
Medication Administration 
Emergency Call System 
Rehabilitation Services 

 

Amenities 
3 Meals per day 
Daily Activities 
Linen Service 
Housekeeping 
Transportation to appointments 
or off-site activities 

To reach any of our facilities, call 

O’Neill Management 
Locally owned and managed 
by the John O’Neill Family, 

serving seniors in the 
West Shore area since 1962. 

Bay Village 

North Ridgeville 

North Olmsted 

605 Bradley Road, Bay Village (440) 871-4509 

Independence, and the Security of Knowing a Professional and Caring 
Medical Team is Close at Hand 

Bradley Bay 9.5 x 5.5 WBVObserver_ 4.1

by Karen Uthe

Bay Village Kiwanians and Bay High Key Clubbers will hold their 
annual spring pancake breakfast on Sunday, March 25, from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd.

The breakfast includes pancakes, syrup, link sausages, milk, 
juice and coffee for $5 per person ($6 at the door). Children under 
six eat for free. Advance tickets are available from Kiwanian Russ 
Bauknecht, 440-871-9162 or bayruss@aol.com.

“The Kiwanis Club of Bay Village, along with the Bay High Key 
Club, team up for the annual spring pancake breakfast to usher in 
spring,” says Rhonda Schneider of the Kiwanis Club. “Come on out 
and enjoy a hot breakfast while supporting two hometown service 
organizations.”

The meal is a community tradition, popular with students and 
families. Proceeds from the event benefit the Bay High School Schol-
arship Fund, as well as projects and organizations such as: Reese Park 
renovations, Village Food Project, BAYarts, Bay Historical Society, Bay 
Skate & Bike Park, Lake Erie Nature and Science Center, and “Kiwi 
Bags” for Cuyahoga County Children’s Services (a backpack given to 
children who are removed from their homes, which includes toiletries, 
socks, underwear, a blanket, coloring book and crayons).

Kiwanis volunteers have cooked and served pancakes for com-
munity causes in Bay Village for over half a century. The organization 
holds two pancake breakfasts a year to support community projects 
and scholarships. The next one will be in the fall for Homecoming 
weekend. 

Bay Village Kiwanis Club flips for spring

Bay Village Kiwanis member George Macdonald 
will man the griddle at the upcoming pancake 
breakfast on March 25.

Board members and officers from the Westlake-Westshore Arts Council and Clague Playhouse gather for a photo 
before their joint fundraiser, A Cabaret Night.

Audience and entertainers gave a warm welcome to 
TV personality, journalist and author Dick Feagler. He 
delighted all by reading his column describing a typical 
hot summer day when he was a boy, before air con-
ditioning and plastic pools were common place. This 

wordsmith extraordinaire paints pictures with words and 
takes his listeners right into the scene.

The success of this initial collaboration between 
WWAC and Clague Playhouse was clearly heard from 
many voices remarking that the event should be repeated 
next year. A Cabaret Night may turn out to be a happy 
beginning. 

CABARET continued from front page
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BreitenBach 
Remodeling

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
doing business since 1978

Professional design and installlation
Customer Countertops - granite, Formica & Solid Surface

Dealer for 4B WOOD 
Custom Cabinets

Bertch Cabinet Mfg - 
Legacy & Marketplace

 Visit us at our showroom:
795 Sharon Drive, 

Suite 102, Westlake

440-835-3660
Open daily 9-5; Sat. 9-12 

or by appointment.

What the health?
by Jeff Bing

Let’s get something straight, right off 
the bat: I’m not a “health nut.” Far 
from it. However, as one who within 

the coming week will be celebrating the 
final birthday in which he can still claim 
to be in his fifties, the last decade has been 
peppered with more – shall we say “dedi-
cated” – efforts on my part to remain in 
fairly good health.

While I’ve been fortunate enough to 
remain relatively healthy most of my life 
(in spite of thirty years of smoking and 
even more perfecting the fine art of beer-
drinking), the last few years seem to have 
been earmarked to remind me that I’m not 
quite as young as I used to be.

For instance, in my quest to remain 
active, three years ago I joined a coed 
softball team with my youngest daughter, 
Nicole. The first time we ventured out-
side to toss the ball around, I noticed that 
my right shoulder was experiencing an 
increasing level of significant pain with 
each throw I made. Long story short: par-
tially torn rotator cuff. Ouch.

Then, about a year ago, in an appar-
ently over-exuberant effort to get back into 
shape by aggressively resuming jogging (a 
habit which I began to seriously embrace 
after quitting smoking in 1999), I became 
painfully aware that I had incurred a stress 
fracture in my left leg. Déjà vu. I mean, it 
was “ouch” all over again.

Becoming obvious to me that no 
longer could I simply flip the proverbial 
“health switch” whenever I needed to 
drop a few pounds, I realized it was time 
to take action (cue the Rocky music). So, 
about six weeks ago, when it appeared that 
my left leg was ready to give it a go – and 
not realizing that our entire winter was 
going to remain rather mild – I thought it 
best to start the long road back indoors as 

opposed to out.
Even though up until now I’d always 

done all my running outside regardless of 
the elements, this year I didn’t want to risk 
that one potential slip that might set me 
back another six months. So I joined a gym.

Of course, there’s a distinct trade-off 
for the luxury of running inside in a con-
trolled environment. When you’re out-
side, the scenery changes along with the 
elements. Sure, it can get boring, but it’s 
nothing when compared to the journey on 
a treadmill. Excruciatingly boring. It’s like 
everything else is moving but you’re not.

Here’s a good analogy: Ever see a 
zombie movie where the hero/heroine 
is running full-tilt in order to get out of 
Dodge before the zombies use his/her 
brains as an appetizer? And the zombies 
– being recently deceased and all – are all 
struggling just to stand up straight, bump-
ing into each other, essentially having a 
rough go of it. Usually their progress is 
impeded by a weak leg (no doubt a stress 
fracture) – nevertheless they still are gain-
ing on the hero/heroine. Seriously, what’s 
up with that, anyway?

The point is this: That’s how you feel 
on a treadmill, friend. Running your little 
posterior off, but getting nowhere fast. Not 
only that, but I’m flat-footed, so I run like 
Frankenstein. Yes, it’s an insult – to Fran-
kenstein. When I approach a bank of tread-
mills, the machines seem to instinctively 
gather together in defense.

Anyway, I started out week one at four 
miles of treadmill torture a day, increas-
ing a half-mile per week. I’m up to seven-
and-a-half miles now, but I sure hope the 
weather breaks soon.

I think the treadmills are considering 
mass suicide. 
Jeff welcomes all feedback and sugges-
tions, pro or con, which may be sent to 
editor@wbvobserver.com.

SpORTING VIEWS West Shore    
Chamber of   
Commerce News

UPCOMING EVENTS
 
MARch MeMbeRship Luncheon
Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough
LaCentre Conference & Banquet Facility
25777 Detroit Road, Westlake
Tuesday, March 13
Networking 11:30 a.m.
Lunch served at noon
Cost is $20.00 per person
RSVP to 440-835-8787 or email
sandy@westshorechamber.org
 
Joint business AfteR houRs
GK’s Custom Polishing
1215 Lear Industrial Pkwy., Avon
Tuesday, March 27
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
No cost to attend and no RSVP is 
required
 
ApRiL MeMbeRship Luncheon
Dave Yost, Auditor of State
LaCentre Conference & Banquet Facility
25777 Detroit Road, Westlake
Tuesday, April 10, 2012
Networking Begins at 11:30 a.m.
Luncheon served at noon
Cost is $20.00 per person
RSVP to 440-835-8787 or email
sandy@westshorechamber.org

WELCOME TO OUR   
NEWEST MEMBERS

Smart Business Network. Inc.
(Advertising/Marketing)
835 Sharon Dr. #200
Westlake, Ohio 44145
440-250-2000
Fred Koury, CEO, Pres.
www.sbnonline.com
 
The American Cancer Society
(Non-profit Organization)
10501 Euclid Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
888-227-6446 x 1204
Mandi Szklar, Income Devel. Rep.
www.cancer.org
 
Go 2 It Group
(Computers)
26260 Center Ridge Rd.
Westlake, Ohio 44145
440-471-8210
Melissa Batovsky, Accountant
www.go2itgroup.com
 
Howard Hanna
(Real Estate)
27115 Knickerbocker Rd.
Bay Village, Ohio 44140
440-835-2800
Carolyn Marro, RE Agent
www.carolynmarro.howardhanna.com
 
Adult Comfort Care Services-Bay
(Healthcare)
P.O. Box 40267
Bay Village, Ohio 44140
440-989-6104
Mrs. Kristi Vaughn, Owner
www.adultcomfortcare.com

MISSION STATEMENT
The West Shore Chamber is a non-profit 
organization made up of volunteers 
consisting of business owners from 
home based businesses to executives 
from Fortune 500 companies and 
everyone in between doing business 
in the communities of Bay Village and 
Westlake. Our goal is to grow and help 
improve our communities by ensur-
ing the continued success of a vibrant 
business community and creating jobs 
in Bay Village and Westlake. Everyone 
that does business in Bay Village and 
Westlake is welcome to apply. If you 
would like to join the Chamber or would 
like more information please contact a 
member of our Membership Commit-
tee below or the Chamber office.
 

The West Shore Chamber
of Commerce
1100 Crocker Road, Suite 104 
Westlake, Ohio 44145
440-835-8787 - FAX 835-8798
sandy@westshorechamber.org 
Visit us at: WestShoreChamber.org

by Kristi Vaughn, LSW

There was a time when a man’s word 
was all it took for a deal to be made, 
a loan to be granted or a promise 

to be kept. Those people still exist in our 
world today, but unfortunately these days 
we cannot count on everyone’s word to be 
true. We have to be cautious of whom we 
trust and be sure that person’s intentions 
are sincere.

It is a shame that our most trustwor-
thy Americans, our senior citizens, are 
a target of many financial scams today. 
The Better Business Bureau of Cleveland 
has recognized this with a program called 
Senior Awareness Initiatives. They send 
out quarterly alerts of recent scams to 

senior housing facilities, in-home health 
care services, senior centers and other 
agencies that service our area’s older 
population.

Some of the most common scams 
that are reported are foreign lotteries, 
home repair or improvement, telemar-
keting, email phishing, phony charities 
and investment or healthcare scams. 
Scare tactics are commonly used with 
these scams such as insisting you act 
now or your opportunity will be lost. A 
legitimate program would never demand 
such urgency.

Never provide any personal identifi-
cation numbers over the phone or email 
unless you first check with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau. By calling 1-800-233-0361, 

you can get reliability reports on com-
panies, learn if charities meet BBB stan-
dards, request assistance with consumer 
complaints or obtain member lists by an 
industry. Or visit cleveland.bbb.org to be 
added to their email mailing list and receive 
quarterly senior alerts.

The BBB reported a recent IRS phish-
ing scam: An email with the IRS name and 
logo informs recipients that they are eli-
gible for a tax refund. The message encour-

ages them to click on a link and log into the 
IRS website to complete a form. Of course, 
the link leads to a third-party website that 
downloads a virus on to recipient’s com-
puter.

The BBB’s recommended steps to take:
•	 Do not reply or click on the link in 

the email
•	 Forward fake IRS emails to phish-

ing@irs.gov
•	 Delete the email 

BBB can help seniors avoid scams
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by Steve Novak

In our country 
where democracy rings 
true, politicians like to 
state “the people have 
spoken” when it comes 
to voting.  This could 
never be more accu-
rate when describing 
Frankie’s Italian Cuisine. 

The Plain Dealer 
recently completed 
their Pizza Playoffs, and 
Frankie’s was voted best 
pizza by the People’s 
Choice for the North-
west Region beating 
out the judge’s ultimate 
winner, Angelo’s of 
Lakewood. Who’s the 
real winner? You are, if 
you order the pizza.

Their made-fresh-
daily sauce and dough 
is the base, along with 
shredded provolone. We 
topped our large with 

pepperoni, sausage, onion and green 
pepper ($13.95). Every ingredient was 
just delicious and the crust was golden 
brown with a great firm texture. It’s no 
wonder why it was the people’s choice. 

This small, yet quaint, restaurant 
has an air of Italy with the décor that 
adorns its walls. Come summertime, the 

outside patio nearly doubles the size of 
this establishment.

Let’s get started with some Chicken 
Wings ($8.50 for 10). I know what you’re 
saying: wings at an Italian place? Trust 
me. These sauce-free, breaded, spicy 
wings are crispy and delicious. I’ve gone 
to many a party to find catered wings 

from Frankie’s, that 
speaks for itself.

My daughter’s 
favorite is the Fried Rav-
ioli appetizer ($6.95). 
Ricotta cheese-filled 
raviolis rolled in sea-
soned bread crumbs 
then fried to a golden 
brown with homemade 
tomato sauce for dip-
ping.

There’s only one 
salad to order in my 
book, Frankie’s Famous 
House Salad ($6.75). A 
traditional mix of ice-
berg lettuce, carrots, 
red cabbage and then 
served with the fan-
tastic house sweet and 
sour dressing. What 
makes it unmistakable 
is the enormous mound 
of shredded provolone 
that almost hides the 
whole salad. It’s big 
enough to share and 
then some.
When it comes to their 

pasta, there’s nothing better 
than the Fettuccini Alfredo 
(12.95). A wonderful blend 
of al dente pasta and the 
creamy rich Alfredo sauce 
that for some reason I just 
couldn’t stop eating until my 
plate was clean.

If veal is to your liking, 
go with the Veal a La Franc-
esca ($18.95). Milk-fed veal 
perfectly seasoned, dipped 
in egg and then sautéed with 
fresh spinach, roasted red 
peppers and finished with 
a garlic white wine sauce. A 
real winner.

Try Frankie’s Taste of 
Italy ($18.95). It’s a great 
sampling of Homemade 
Lasagna, Chicken Parmesan 

and your choice of Fettuc-
cini Alfredo or Linguini with 

Clam Sauce. The only problem you have 
is which pasta to choose, but don’t worry 
both are very good.

There is only so much one can eat, 
but our server recommended the next 
time we come in to order the Chicken 
Tosca ($16.95). Floured with Parmesan 
cheese, dipped in egg and sautéed with 

garlic then finished with a lemon white 
wine sauce. Sounds tasty, I’ll let you 
know.

The service is always friendly and 
knowledgeable about their menu.

One of the best services that 
Frankie’s offers is that after 4 p.m., they 
deliver. Not only do they deliver, but they 
are very timely. I’ve been told the they’ll 
deliver anywhere within reason.

Frankie’s, which has been family 
owned and operated since 1967, also has 
a location on Great Northern Boulevard 
in North Olmsted. 

The Harris family is waiting to serve 
you some true Italian favorites. 

Steve Novak is a Westlake resident 
and 30-year veteran in the restaurant 
industry, working at all levels from 
dishwasher to manager to chef/owner. 
The Observer makes two anonymous 
visits per restaurant and does not accept 
complimentary meals.

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

The westside’s housepainter 
for over 35 years!

Interior • Exterior

• Driveways
• Garage Floors
• Basement Floors

Call Bob 
Today!!!

KOMPAN CEMENT
CONTRACTORS, INC.

440-327-1045
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Who Let The
Dog Out?

FREE
ESTIMATES

• Patios
• Footers
• Foundations

• Concrete Tear-outs
• Skid Loader Service

K
OMPAN

CEMENT

$100$100 COUPON VOUCHER

$100 Off the purchase of a 
concrete project of 1,000 sq. ft. or greater.

Present coupon at time of signing contract. One coupon per customer.

Kompan Cement Contractors Inc. solely reserves the right to cancel or alter this coupon without notice.

Visit www.KompanCement.com
Family Owned & Operated Over 50 Years

0000Spec_KompanCement1.5x3.5_1 4/1/2010 3:09

Frankie’s Westlake knows pizza EATS
BEAT

Frankie’s Italian Cuisine 
27828 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake
440-892-0064
Hours: Monday-Sunday, 11a.m.-10 p.m.
Prices: Appetizers, $2.50-$8.95; Soups 
and Salads, $2.75-$12.95; Sandwiches, 
$5.50-$13.45; Pizzas, $8.50-$17.50; 
Entrees, $6.95-$18.95
Reservations: Yes
Credit Cards: All Major
Cuisine: Italian
Kids Menu: Yes
Bar Service: Full
Accessibility: Front door ramp; Two 
steps up to restrooms

Grade: 
Ratings: 1 star: Fair; 2 stars: Good; 3 stars: Very 
Good; 4 stars: Excellent

Frankie’s Italian Cuisine serves up award-winning pizza and 
authentic Italian dishes at their Center Ridge Road location in 
Westlake.

Frankie’s quaint dining room is reminiscent of Italy.

by Dianne Borowski

I know today until this moment

I know yesterday and yesterday

and all of my yesterdays.

I know I live, I breathe, I am.

I do not know what the future

holds, I do not want to know.

The future will be wherever

God takes me. I will journey

until He leads me home.

What I Know
pOETRY
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www.maple-leaf-landscaping.com

440-871-0584

Tulips will bloom 
when Maple Leaf 

does your spring clean-up!

by Olivia Langer, third-grader at  Westerly 
Elementary School

Do you know what is the last great race? The 
Iditarod! It is a 1,200-mile race through the 
Alaskan wilderness. The students in Mrs. 

Fisher’s class at Westerly School in Bay Village have 
been learning all about the Iditarod for several weeks.

Pam Verfaille, who used to live in Alaska, has 
been sharing her vast knowledge about the race 
with us. First we learned about why there is an Idi-
tarod race. The Alaskans have the race to remember 
the dog sled teams that took medicine to save the 
people in Nome from dying of diphtheria in 1925.

The most famous dog on that route was Balto. 
Surprisingly, he is on exhibit at the Cleveland Natu-
ral History Museum. School children in Cleveland 
raised money to buy Balto from a sideshow in Los 
Angeles and Balto lived out the remainder of his 
life at the zoo.

We learned a lot about the race. It starts in 
Anchorage with a celebration pre-race parade. The 
race starts at Willow with 24 checkpoints ending 
at Nome. The driver of the sled is called a musher. 
What does musher mean? A musher is the person 
that makes dog food from kibbles, salmon, chicken 
skin, moose, caribou and other yummy ingredients. 
It is mixed all together and called mush.

Mushers have to carry special equipment on 
the trail. They have to bring snowshoes, an ax with 
a 22-inch handle, a sleeping bag that weighs at least 
five pounds, eight booties for each dog, a pot to 
boil water, fuel to bring the water to a boil, extra 
gang line in case one breaks or get chewed and a 
veterinarian notebook. At every checkpoint, the 
dogs are all checked and the book has to be signed 
before the musher leaves. We used our math skills 

by checking out the prices of the items and then 
finding  the total.

We made our own dog sleds and brought in 
stuffed animals. We filled the sleds with the neces-
sary supplies. We even put booties on the stuffed 
dogs. Booties keep the dogs’ paws safe from getting 
hurt by sticks or infected.

If a dog is hurt, the dog can be left at a check-
point with the vet. The most important part of the 
race is taking care of the dogs. The mushers always 
take care of the dogs first and then themselves. 
Did you know that most of the dogs in the race are 
Alaskan Huskies? These dogs are a mix of many 
different kinds of dogs.

Each student picked a musher to follow 
during the race. I got Brent Sass who has been 
racing dogs for six years. We wrote biographies 
about our mushers and then 
wrote letters to them asking 
questions. So far four mushers 
have written us back! During the 
race we will use GPS to follow 
each mushers’ progress and 
mark it on a huge map that is in 
our hallway.

Ken Anderson, one of the 
most popular mushers, connect-
ed with our class over video chat. 
We saw all of his dogs in their 
houses which are built above the 
ground to keep the dogs warmer. 
He told us interesting facts about 
his mushing life.

Our class had a Celebration 
Parade with our sleds and dogs. 
Can’t wait to see who wins and 
what happens along the trail! 

Westerly students learn about the Iditarod

Martha Fisher’s third-grade class at Westerly made their own Iditarod sleds using stuffed 
animals.

by Pam Kilpatrick

Clague Playhouse continues their 
84th season with the first-class 

melodrama, “A Murder, A Mystery 
& A Marriage” (book and lyrics by Aaron 
Posner, music by James Sugg and adapt-
ed from a short story by Mark Twain).

It’s the late 1800s and shy Hugh 
Gregory loves Mary Gray, the prettiest 
girl in Deer Lick, Missouri. A mysterious 
stranger enters to win Mary’s love, and a 
disinheritance is announced, and top-
ping that, a murder is committed. It’s an 
evening package of romance, comedy, 
mystery and music.

Directed by Douglas A. Farren with 

music direction by Connie Baltitas, the 
cast includes Greg Dziama, Neil Donnelly, 
Melanie Hauer, Bryan Heard, Tom Majer-
cik Sr., Timothy Pell and Katrina Melanie 
Walker.

The play runs March 9-April 1 on 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 8:00 
p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. (Sunday, March 
25, is sold out).

Tickets are $16 for adults and $15 for 
seniors (60+) and students and may be 
purchased by calling the Box Office, 440-
331-0403, Wednesday through Saturday 
from 1:00-6:00 p.m. Cash, check, Discover, 
MasterCard and Visa are accepted. Clague 
Playhouse is located at 1371 Clague Rd. 
Free parking and handicapped accessible.

Musical melodrama comes to 
Clague Playhouse

by Steve Sabolich

On Feb. 16, 
before  a 
crowd of over 

1,200 at Landerhaven 
in Mayfield Heights, 
Cuyahoga County 
Republican Party 
Chairman Rob Frost 
and former execu-
tive director Steven 
Backiel presented 
Westlake resident 
Cynthea Sabolich 
the Dorothy S. Taft 
Female Volunteer of 
the Year award at the 
Annual Cuyahoga 
County Republican 
Lincoln Day dinner.

“Cynthea Sabol-
ich has been a volun-
teer for Republican candidates for quite some time; she worked on 
Ed Herman’s campaign for Congress in 2004,” said Chairman Frost. 
“But it was the first few months of the Obama administration, and the 
awakening of the Tea Party movement, that truly spurred Cynthea and 
others like her to action.

“With her role in the founding of the Westshore Tea Party, Cynthea 
has been bringing ever more people over from apathy to activism. We 
know that the Tea Party is not the Republican Party, and the Republi-
can Party is not the Tea Party. But Cynthea’s leadership in 2011 showed 
that we are at our best when we work together.”

Mrs. Sabolich, Dennis Tidmore (Male Volunteer of the Year), 
and Lucy Selvaggio-Stickan (2012 Ross R. Paul Award recipient) met 
privately with featured guest speaker Mitt Romney after his well 
received speech. 

Westlake resident named top 
volunteer by Cuyahoga County GOP

Cynthea Sabolich, this year’s 
Cuyahoga County GOP Volunteer 
of the Year, met with presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney after the 
annual GOP Lincoln Day dinner at 
Landerhaven.
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by Lysa Stanton

“There is not enough darkness in all the 
world to put out the light of even one 

small candle”- Robert Alden
Placing a burning candle in one’s 

window is a common tradition that dates 
back to colonial times. Candle light often 
evokes the warmth of home and family. The 
fireplace was center of family life in days 
gone by, and thus the candle was generally 
lit from that fire.   

The candle was often 
placed in the window 
when a member of the 
family was away. The lit 
candle was also placed 
in the window as a sign 
of good news or as a 
beacon to weary travelers. 
Candles also represented 
friendship and were seen 
as a sign of welcome to 
others. 

In early America, 
homes were often miles 
apart. The sight of a 
candle in a window from 
a distance was a sign of 
“welcome” to those wish-
ing to visit. Many people 
today only associate can-
dles in the window as a 
Christmas tradition. Yet, 
look around our com-
munity at night, and you 
will see electric candles 

placed in the windows of more and more 
homes during all seasons of the year.  

In keeping with this rich tradition, 
the Westlake Historical Society has placed 
electric candles in the windows of the 
historic Clague House Museum located at 
1371 Clague Rd. The next time you drive 
by the Clague House, it is our hope you 
might stop and imagine how welcoming 
this sight was for a traveler seeking to visit 
the Clague family so many years ago. 

WESTLAKE HISTORIcAL SOcIETY

The tradition of burning a 
candle in the window

Candles glow in the windows of the Clague House Museum.

Landscape Design & Installation • Outdoor Living Spaces • Fireplaces & Pits
Brick Pavers & Retaining Walls • Turf Maintenance  •Landscape Lighting

Serving Westlake and surrounding 
communities for over 20 years.

AWARD-WINNING DESIGN & MAINTENANCE
440.237.6486 

www.agrestalandscaping.com
Our solution will win you over. 
Our service will win your trust.

BUSINESSES:
Placing your ad 

with the Observer 
puts you in good 
company, sharing 

space with respected 
organizations that want 

to be part of such a 
strong and positive force 

in the community.
Our readers and 

writers live and work 
in Westlake and Bay 

and patronize our 
advertisers because 

they support the 
Observer.

Contact Laura for ad details 
440-477-3556

laura@wbvobserver.com

Senior living facility showcases 
wide range of artwork
by Barb Bartlome

The Gardens at Westlake held 
an art show on Feb. 27, draw-
ing over 300 attendees to the 

community event. The Gardens’ 
senior living facility was transformed 
into an art gallery with a large, varied 
collection of artwork including that 
of young children from a local day 
care, area middle and high schools, 
colleges, senior centers and local art-
ists.  Residents from the Gardens also 
participated.

The generations of artists, from 
toddlers to senior citizens, created a 
wealth of talent displayed in a kaleido-
scope of artwork with diverse artistic 
pieces adorning the walls of the Gar-
dens, and the response to participate 
was overwhelming.

The event was unique in the fact 
that those attending were parents of 
the students, grandparents, friends, 
teachers and professionals from the 
community. Those that did not have 
artwork displayed  were still able to 
visit with local art suppliers and sign 
up for art classes. Some of the artwork was available for sale and the 
schools were invited to talk about their programs for future enrollment. 

Mayor Dennis Clough 
was in attendance and a rep-
resentative for Congressman 
Dennis Kucinich presented 
a Certificate of Special Con-
gressional Recognition to 
Gardens executive director 
Christina Melaragno in honor 
of the event.

Aside from viewing the 
wide array of pieces, there 
was also entertainment with a 
harpist, a piano player, danc-
ers, a chocolate fountain, ice 
sculpture, wine tasting and 
appetizers.  The event was 
so successful the Gardens at 
Westlake plans to repeat it 
annually. 

SENIOR NEWS

Bruce T. Harwood ddS, MS
orthodontist

27748 center ridge road
westlake

440-871-1820
“Our concern is for more than your smile” Emily Gorenc, age 15, “A Walk in the 

Woods” watercolor

Khyra DiMedieros, grade 6, 
“Gargoyle” paper collage

Sydney Petonic, age 12, 
“Gibson Girl” ink drawing
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by Denise Ayres

Far West Center is a United Way 
agency and has an annual oppor-
tunity to nominate a United 

Way Spotlight Volunteer. Last year we 
nominated Compeer volunteer Josef 
Vyvoda, a Westlake resident. Our nomi-
nation for 2011 is another outstanding 
Compeer volunteer, Carol Taylor. Carol 
was honored at the annual meeting of 
United Way of Greater Cleveland on 
March 2.

Carol became a Compeer volun-
teer in November 2010 after reading 
one of our articles in the Observer, 
and began her Compeer Friendship 
Match with Laurie. Carol has provided 
true friendship and encouragement 
to Laurie, a woman in recovery from 
mental illness.

Weekly phone calls from Carol 
remind Laurie that she is Carol’s valued 
friend. Carol has said she enjoys Lau-
rie’s friendship and looks forward to 
getting together with Laurie through-
out each month. Together these two 
friends decide on the times and places 
to meet.

Carol and Laurie have remained 
good friends in fun times and in sad 

times. During times of family illnesses 
and loss of a loved one both were there 
to offer each other support.    

Carol has devoted a lifetime to 
helping others and continues to do so 
today. As a school teacher, now retired, 
Carol has started many on their way to 
an education, occupation and commu-
nity service. Presently Carol is a tutor 
for adults who are improving reading 
skills. In addition to volunteering 
for Compeer, Carol volunteers in her 
church community and for a garden 
club. 

Carol shares her warm smile and 
kind encouragement with everyone 
she meets. The Compeer Program 
is very fortunate to have her in our 
group of Valuable Volunteers. Carol is 
an excellent example of how offering 
friendship can help others to regain 
positive self-esteem. 

You can now read more about 
how the Compeer Program works in a 
recently published research study by 
Dr. Ann Montclaire entitled “Friend-
ship Really Matters: Exploring effects 
of Compeer friendships for people 
experiencing mental illness.” You can 
access a copy of this study by visit-
ing www.compeer.org and clicking on 

“read more.” 
To become a Compeer volunteer 

or Compeer member call 440-835-
6212, ext. 242, or email compeer@
farwestcenter.com.

To receive more information on 
United Way of Greater Cleveland and 
“Spotlight Volunteers” please visit 
www.unitedwaycleveland.org. 

Compeer volunteer Carol Taylor honored by United Way

by Jayne Broestl

The television series “Who Do You 
Think You Are?” currently airing 
on NBC at 8:00 p.m. Friday eve-

nings, has piqued interest in online 
family history/genealogical research. 
During the program’s commercial 
breaks, home viewers are directed to 
“just start looking for your ancestors” 
at the popular website Ancestry.com.  

At Ancestry.com, it is possible to 
sign up for a brief 14-day free trial that 
can quickly morph into a more costly 
subscription, especially if overseas 
research is desired. Here’s where public 
libraries and genealogical societies can 
help.    

Most local libraries subscribe to 
the library edition of Ancestry.com for 
their patrons. The full edition is search-

able, for free, at the Church of Latter 
Day Saints’ Family History Center 
in Westlake. It is located at 25000 
Westwood Rd. and is open Tuesday-
Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., and Tuesday-
Thursday, 6-9 p.m.  

Two other large genealogical 
search engines, namely Heritage Quest 
and Fold-3 (formerly known as Foot-
note) can be searched from home, free 
of charge, if you have a public library 
account. 

Additionally, FamilySearch and 
Rootsweb can be directly searched 
from home, free of charge. These large 
websites are a great place to start a 
search, but many other websites can 
provide valuable information to the 
family historian/genealogist.

Members of the local genealogical 
society often know about these lesser 

known avenues to explore family histo-
ry and how to navigate those websites. 
Ohio Genealogical Society’s Cuyahoga 
West Chapter president Jim Denham 
and treasurer/webmaster John Noble 
will be “visiting” some old and new 
favorite genealogical websites, at the 
Chapter’s next meeting on Wednesday, 
March 21, at 7:00 p.m., in the Porter 
Room at Westlake Porter Public Library, 
27333 Center Ridge Rd.  

Their annual online demonstra-
tion is always a popular program. 
The public is invited to attend, free of 
charge. Social time with refreshments 
is from 6:30-7:00 p.m. 

For more information about future 
meetings or obtaining research help, 
visit their website at www.rootsweb.
ancestry.com/~ohcwogs or email them 
at cuyahogawest@gmail.com. 

Free ways to access subscription-based 
genealogy websites

by Lorilynn Wolf

The Westlake Early Childhood 
PTA (WECPTA) will hold its 
spring Kiddie Kloset kids resale 

event on Saturday, April 21, from 8:00 
a.m. to noon. The event will be held 
at Westlake High School, 27830 Hill-
iard Rd. Please note: Because of con-
struction at Westlake High School, 
the parking and entrance for the sale 
will be on east side of the building.

The sale will feature gently used 
baby items, kids clothing, toys, games, 
furniture, and maternity clothes. The 
sale will include more than 80 tables of 
merchandise – one of the largest kids 
resales in the area. 

Admission is $5.00 for the early-
bird preview from 8-9:00 a.m. and $1.00 
for entrance from 9:00 a.m.-noon. Cash 
sales only. Please, no bills larger than 
$20. Small bills appreciated at the door.

Past WECPTA Kiddie Kloset events 
have raised more than $2,000, which 
has been distributed though grants to 
Westlake City School kindergarten and 
preschool classrooms. A bake sale will 
also be held during the sale with pro-
ceeds going to a local Girl Scout troop.

For more information, go to www.
wecpta.org/kiddiekloset or contact by 
email, kiddiekloset@wecpta.org or by 
phone, Delicia Ostrowski at 440-250-
0205. Sorry, all tables for this event are 
sold out. 

Westlake Early 
Childhood PTA to 
host kids resale
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by George christ

The Kiwanis Club of Westlake has co-sponsored the 
Westlake Relays since 1975 and will sponsor the 47th 
Annual Westlake Relays to be held on May 5 at the Lou Duchez Field behind 

Westlake High School. Funds for supporting the track meet come from program ads 
from local businesses and organizations. 

This year the program will include a sponsor page of former and current Westlake 
track athletes, families and other interested people in order to help with rising costs. The 
funds will go toward awards the cost of electronic timing, officials and printing costs. 

Anyone interested in being a sponsor please send a check for $10 to Westlake 
Kiwanis, 483 Oakmoor Rd., Bay Village 44140.

Add your name to the list of supporters for the 47th Annual Westlake Relays. And 
remember to attend the meet on May 5. 

Kiwanis looking for 
Westlake relay sponsors
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WESTLAKE pORTER pUBLIc LIBRARY

Westlake Porter Library’s upcoming events
by Elaine Willis

Thursday, March 8 (7 p.m.) NoN-FICTIoN Book 
DISCuSSIoN –  The March selection is “Cleopatra” by Stacy 
Schiff.

Friday, March 9 (11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) CoNNeCT-
ING For kIDS BrowN BAG LuNCH PLAyGrouP – A 
playgroup for parents with questions or concerns about their 
child’s development. Bring your brown bag lunch (no peanuts, 
please) and we’ll hold an informal discussion while the chil-
dren eat lunch and play. In partnership with Connecting for 
Kids. The March 9 topic is “Getting Your Kids to Listen to You: 
Best Practices” by Christine Kimbler, M.D.

Saturday, March 10 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.) CrAFTS A 
Go-Go! – Join us for a fun and easy craft experience! All sup-
plies provided; just drop in. A new, cool craft idea every time!

Saturday, March 10 (2-3 p.m.) BrICk BuILDerS 
CLuB – Love those LEGO bricks? Then bring your ideas and 
imagination to the club! All bricks provided. Ages 6-13. Regis-
tration begins one week before each session.

Monday, March 12 (4-6:30 p.m.) TeeN TeCHNo-
LouNGe – Need a place to hang out after school? Come to 
WPPL’s Teen Techno-Lounge located in our computer lab! You 
can access the Internet, do homework, or just hang out.

Tuesday, March 13 (7 p.m.) TueSDAy eveNING 
Book DISCuSSIoN – In March we’ll discuss “Pride and 
Prejudice” by Jane Austen.

Wednesday, March 14 (1:30-3:30 p.m.) e-reADer 
HeLP – Make an appointment at the Popular Materials Desk 
for help with your e-Reader!

Wednesday, March 14 (7-8 p.m.) rICk rIorDAN’S 
“HeroeS oF oLymPuS” – Calling all Percy Jackson fans! 
Join us for an evening of games, trivia, and role-playing as we 
explore “The Son of Neptune,” the newest book in the series, 
and meet new demigods, monsters and more fantastical crea-
tures! Grades 4-6. Please register starting March 7.

Friday, March 16 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) Come PLAy 
wITH me! – Open playtime with age-appropriate toys, songs 
and rhymes for ages 2-5 and their caring adults. Registration 
begins one week before each session.

Saturday, March 17 (9:30 a.m.) West Side Writers

Saturday, March 17 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) kIDS IN 
moTIoN SeNSory TIme – Join us for stories, activities, 
music and more! Program is designed to engage children with 
special needs/sensory challenges, and consists of a 30-minute 
storytime followed by a 30-minute social-sharing time. Each 
child must have adult caregiver.

Saturday, March 17 (1-3 p.m.) CoNNeCTING For 
kIDS SATurDAy PLAyGrouP – A playgroup for parents 
with questions or concerns about their child’s development. 
We will hold an informal discussion while the children play 
Legos, board games and do crafts. In partnership with Con-
necting for Kids.

Saturday, March 17 (2-3 p.m.) BrICk BuILDerS 
CLuB – Love those LEGO bricks? Then bring your ideas and 
imagination to the club! All bricks provided. Ages 6-13. Regis-
tration begins one week before each session.

Sunday, March 18 (2-4 p.m.) FrIeNDS’ SuNDAy 
SouNDS – The Friends of the Library present the Oberlin 
Choristers. Free and open to the public.

Monday, March 19 (4-6:30 p.m.) TeeN TeCHNo-
LouNGe – Need a place to hang out after school? Come to 
WPPL’s Teen Techno-Lounge located in our computer lab! You 
can access the Internet, do homework, or just hang out.

Tuesday, March 20 (7-8:45 p.m.) weSTLAke-weST-
SHore ArTS CouNCIL – The Arts Council presents Bill 
Rudman from the Musical Theater Project. His program is 
titled “All I Know About Life I Learned from Music.” Free and 
open to the public.

Wednesday, March 21 (10:30-11 a.m.) LeT’S SING 
AND DANCe! – Join us for a fun session of singing and danc-
ing. For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. No registration 
required.

Wednesday, March 21 (6:30-8:45 p.m.) 
CuyAHoGA weST GeNeALoGICAL 
SoCIeTy

Wednesday, March 21 (7-8 p.m.) BrICk 
BuILDerS CLuB – Love those LEGO bricks? 
Then bring your ideas and imagination to the club! 
All bricks provided. Ages 6-13. Registration begins 
one week before each session.

Friday, March 23 (10 a.m.-noon) PorTer’S 
FIBer FANATICS – Socialize, share, and solve 
problems while you work on your current project.

Friday, March 23 (11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) 
CoNNeCTING For kIDS BrowN BAG 
LuNCH PLAyGrouP – A playgroup for par-
ents with questions or concerns about their child’s 
development. Bring your brown bag lunch (no 
peanuts, please) and we’ll hold an informal dis-
cussion while the children eat lunch and play. In 
partnership with Connecting for Kids. No registra-
tion required.

Saturday, March 24 (10-10:45 a.m.) SAT-
urDAy LAPSIT SToryTIme –Join us for 
songs, rhymes and stories, then stay and play! For 
ages 0-24 months with caregiver.

Saturday, March 24 (2-3 p.m.) BrICk 
BuILDerS CLuB – Love those LEGO bricks? 
Then bring your ideas and imagination to the club! 
All bricks provided. Ages 6-13. Registration begins 
one week before each session.

Saturday, March 24 (2:30-4:30 p.m.) mAD-
4mANGA – M4M is everything manga! We talk 
about manga, create manga art, discuss & watch 
anime films, and more! Grades 6 - 12 only.

Monday, March 26 (1-7 p.m.) AmerICAN 
reD CroSS BLooDmoBILe

Monday, March 26 (4-6:30 p.m.) TeeN 
TeCHNo-LouNGe – Need a place to hang out after school? 
Come to WPPL’s Teen Techno-Lounge located in our computer 
lab! You can access the Internet, do homework, or just hang out.

Monday, March 26 (7-8:30 p.m.) CouPoNING wITH 
LAurA – Learn how to save money and still live well using 
coupons. Class highlights include how to use drugstore savings 
programs, follow couponing blogs, and acquire and organize 
coupons. Please register.

Monday, March 27 (7-8:45 p.m.) weSTLAke HIS-
TorICAL SoCIeTy

Wednesday, March 28 (10:30-11 a.m.) LeT’S SING 
AND DANCe! – Join us for a fun session of singing and danc-
ing. For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. No registration 
required.

Wednesday, March 28 (2 p.m.) AFTerNooN Book 
DISCuSSIoN – The March selection is “Deep Blue Sea for 
Beginners” by Luanne Rice.

Thursday, March 29 (7-8:30 p.m.) roSemAry AND 
roSe AT THe FLower SHow – Herbal Theatrics presents 
Rosemary and Rose at the Flower Show. If flower show entries 
could talk they would tell you of their rich history, beauty, scent 
and uses. Please register starting Feb. 26.

Friday, March 30 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) Come PLAy 
wITH me! – Open playtime with age-appropriate toys, songs 
and rhymes for ages 2-5 and their caring adults. Registration 
begins one week before each session.

Saturday, March 31 (All Day) mINI-GoLF IN THe 
LIBrAry – Drop in anytime during the day and play a round 
of mini-golf on the library! Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library.

Saturday, March 31 (2-3 p.m.) FANCy wITH NANCy! 
– Bonjour! You are invited to a posh party to play glamorous 
games, make a spectacular craft and enjoy refreshments. Ages 
4-7. Please register starting March 24.

To register for any of the programs, please call 440-871-2600 
or visit http://signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080.

by Louise Seeholzer

Award-winning WCLV 
broadcaster Bill 
Rudman explains 

“All I know about life, I 
learned from music” on 
Tuesday, March 20, at 7 
p.m., at Westlake Porter 
Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd. This special 
program is presented by the Westlake-Westshore 
Arts Council as a quarterly event, which is open to 
the public, without charge. Refreshments will be 
served.

For 23 years, Rudman has shared his passion and 
expertise for musical theater on Footlight Parade, a 
weekly radio program, which he produces, writes 
and hosts. WCLV is the home station for this extraor-
dinary show, which has been nationally syndicated 
since 1998.

In featuring timeless music of Broadway and 
Hollywood from the beginning of the 20th century 
up to current hits, Rudman mines a rich warehouse 
of great songs. Recognized as a foremost authority 
of Broadway musicals, Rudman is also co-founder 
of Harbinger Records and the executive director of 
“The Musical Theater Project”.

Six years ago, Rudman launched On the Aisle 
on the “On Broadway” channel, now Channel 72 for 
all SiriusXM satellite radio subscribers, Saturdays at 
3 p.m., with repeat broadcasts on Tuesdays at 9 p.m.

Dwight Blocker Bowers, cultural historian of the 
Smithsonian Institution, has described Rudman as 
“a seasoned broadcaster, passionate enthusiast and 
knowledgeable resource rolled into one.” 

WCLV’s Bill Rudman 
to impart musical 
wisdom in Westlake

25517 Eaton Way 
(off Columbia Rd.) 

Bay Village • 440-250-9086

ALL FRIDAYS 
IN LENT

•	Fresh	Catch	of	the	Day	Special
•	Lake	Perch	Fish	Fry
•	Fish-n-Chips
•	Grilled	Salmon
•	Tilapia

THU. MAR. 15 – 
SAT. MAR. 17

CORNED	BEEF	&	CABBAGE
LUNCH	&	DINNER

ST. PATRICK’S 
DAY

Open	8:00	am
JOIN	US	FOR	

AN	IRISH	BREAKFAST
8	am	–	11:30	am

Celebrate the rest of the 
day with favorite irish 

dishes and drink

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
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by Joyce Sandy

Spring is on the way and even with the easy 
winter, we’re looking forward to its arrival! 
There are many programs coming up at the 

library for all ages and interests. From music to 
author visits to storytimes to the latest books and 
movies, you’ll find it at the library. 

We introduced three self check-out stations that 
have proven popular with patrons. Come in and let 
us show you how it works – it’s easy with a library 
card and a PIN number. Circulation staff is always 
available to check out books also, but now patrons 
can skip the line or keep an eye on little ones while 
checking out. Ask any staff member to show you 
how it works!  

There are still spaces left in the Team Read a 
Book program. If your child in grade 2- 3 is strug-
gling with literacy skills please join a librarian and 
a literacy teacher for four evenings of information 
and fun. This program goes from 6-7:30 p.m. on four 
consecutive Thursdays starting March 8, and we’ll 
provide dinner! Please join us!

ADuLT DePArTmeNT

Sunday, March 11 (2 p.m.) muSICAL CeLe-
BrATIoN oF THe weArING oF THe GreeN 
– Join us for the annual concert of Irish ballads, reels 
and jigs presented by the band Turn the Corner.

Wednesday, March 14 (7 p.m.) muSIC oF 
THe BeATLeS – Acoustic guitarist Rick Iacoboni 
will play interpretations of the Beatles’ most popular 
songs. Hear the stories behind the Beatles’ influ-
ences, how the songs were  written and little-known 
facts about how they were recorded.

Wednesday, March 21 (7 p.m.) FAmouS 
GreAT LAkeS LADIeS – Celebrate  the ladies of 
the Great Lakes in honor of Women’s History Month.

TeeN DePArTmeNT

Tuesday, March 6 (4 p.m.) eLeCTrIC  muSIC 
wITH DAve youNG – For ages 11-18. Musician 
Dave Young will help you create music while you 
sing, rap or play the synthesizer keyboard. All perfor-
mances will be recorded and edited into a song using 
his mobile recording studio. The library will receive 
a CD of the final product to post on our website.

Saturday, March 10 (2 p.m.) roBoTIX 3.0 
– For ages 11-13. Explore the world of LEGO MIND-
STORMS and find out how to teach our robots new 
tricks. Program a robot to master new challenges, 
test it out and watch it go!

Monday, March 12 (3:30 p.m.) moNDAy 
mADNeSS – For ages 11 and up. Want to start the 

week off right? Join us for some extreme fun! Stretch 
your  imagination to the max with different activi-
ties.

Wednesday, March 14 (3:30 p.m.) CLuB 
oTAku – For ages 11 and up. Do you love manga, 
anime and video games? Watch anime, discuss your 
favorite books and enjoy some fun activities.

Tuesday, March 20 (4 p.m.) THe HuNGer 
GAmeS – For ages 11 and up. If you were a tribute 
from one of the districts, how would you fare in 
The Hunger Games? Have fun competing in trivia, 
activities and challenges to see who will be the last 
one standing. 

CHILDreN’S DePArTmeNT

Thursdays, March 8, 15, 22, 29 (6-7:30 p.m.) 
TeAm reAD A Book – For grades 2-3. Students 
with an identified learning disability or who are 
struggling with literacy skills are invited to attend 
this four-week session with a librarian and a lit-
eracy teacher. Students and parents will begin with 
a dinner, and then students will go with the librarian 
while the parents go  to a program presented by a 
representative of the Learning Disabilities Associa-
tion. Both groups will come together for the con-
cluding activity.

Saturday, March 10 (11 a.m.) PLAy/STory 
– For ages birth-5 with a caregiver. Children can play 
with interactive and developmental toys and share 
a story and song while their caregivers meet new 
friends and socialize.

Tuesday, March 13 (4 p.m.) AHoy mATeyS! 
– For ages 3-10 and families. Join Drene and Nancy 
for some songs about pirates. A pirate-themed craft 
is part of the fun!

Thursday, March 15 (7 p.m.) IT’S A GIrL’S 
worLD – Girls in grades 3-4 and an adult female 
friend will discuss a book, share a snack and try a 
related project.

Saturday, March 24 (11-11:45 a.m.) eXPLo-
rATIoN STATIoN: moNey mATH – For ages 
3-5 with a caregiver. Join us for stories and related 
activities about saving and spending money. Explore 
and learn through play and hands-on activity sta-
tions.

Thursday, March 22 (3:30 p.m.) JuNIor 
eNGINeerING CLuB – For ages 8-12. Bring your 
ideas and imagination!  Get together with other stu-
dents and have fun creating all kinds of structures.   

Please call the library to register for these pro-
grams at 871-6392, or go online to cuyahogalibrary.
org.  Looking forward to seeing YOU!

cUYAHOGA cOUNTY pUBLIc LIBRARY BAY VILLAGE BRANcH 

Programs at the Bay Village Branch Library
Bay Branch Library 
welcomes singing pirates
by Susan Ballard

Bay Village Branch Library will be ringing with 
pirate songs and dancing. There will be more 
fun than a shipload of buccaneers as the library 

welcomes the music duo Muszikat-Shalom on Tuesday, 
March 13, at 4:00 p.m.

Muszikat-Shalom (Music of Peace), was formed 
in 2006 and features Drene Ivy on piano and Nancy 
Bernstein as the vocalist. Their music programs 
express universal peace and love through diverse 
musical genres such as jazz, blues, gospel, Broad-
way, Judaic and children’s songs. From toe-tapping 
to soulful, Muszikat-Shalom delights audiences 
ranging from children to seniors with favorites from 
Frank Sinatra to Ella Fitzgerald to Raffi.

Both Nancy and Drene studied at The Cleve-
land Music School Settlement and The Cleveland 
Institute of Music. Drene is an instructor of jazz his-
tory at Cleveland State University, an accomplished 
playwright and a composer of over 200 songs.  Nancy 
sings in some of the local choirs.

So even if it’s a pirate’s life for you, after a long 
day of swashbuckling join Drene and Nancy for a 
collection of songs about pirates. Songs include 
“Yo Ho Ho A Pirate’s Life For Me” and “It’s Great To 
Be a Pirate.” This program is full of opportunities to 
jump, clap, sing and dance. A pirate-themed craft 
project is part of the fun, including creating treasure 
chests and pirate flags.

Register now at www.cuyahogalibrary.org or call 
440-871-6392. 

On March 19, I will begin the next phase of my 
career with Cuyahoga County Public Library 
by becoming the manager of the Berea 

Branch. I have served at the Bay Village Branch for 
the past four years and have enjoyed all of it. 

This community is a  dream come true for a librar-
ian – a community filled with passionate readers who 
appreciate the importance of an active, involved 
library. Thank you for your support of our programs 
and resources. 

The branch Friends group is outstanding and 
many of the programs you enjoy are courtesy of them. I owe a special thank you 
to all of them as they have been generous with their support and enthusiasm.   

Finally, thanks to all of you for making each day an adventure and a pleasure. 
It has been an honor. My very best wishes to you all.   

Sincerely,  
Pam DeFino, Manager
Bay Village Branch, Cuyahoga County Public Library

Bay Library’s manager says goodbye

Nancy Bernstein, center, and Drene Ivy, right, of 
Muszikat-Shalom perform at a local senior center.

Pam DeFino

Birchwood School
World Class Education in Cleveland

Experience, expertise, and a history of results
make the difference in a Birchwood education

For information or to set up an appointment 
call our admissions office at 216-251-2321 

 or vistit our web site www.birchwoodschool.org

Acceleration - in all subjects based upon ability and interest
Advanced Math - extensive problem solving work including training 

and practice for math contests
Junior Great Books Experience - critical and 

interpretive reading in all grades
Historical Research - training in the historical method including 

preparation for National History Day
Creativity Training - instruction and training in the creative problem 

solving process and opportunities to participate in 
Future Problem Solving

Science Research - focus on the scientific method including preparation 
for science fairs and competitions

Writing - extensive, weekly composition work including 
preparation for publication

Foreign Language - Spanish and Latin

“ Birchwood School is truly a 
phenomenal school. From the 
time that we brought our son 
to shadow, to the time that he 
won the state championship 
in MathCounts, Birchwood 

never ceased to surpass our 
expectations. This is where 

the potential of a child is 
cherished and nourished. As 
parents, we owe our child’s 
achievement to the selfless 
dedication of the teachers 

and staff. We know that the 
discipline that he learned from 
Birchwood and the friendships 

that he developed in the 
school will benefit him for the 

rest of his life. When you send 
your child to Birchwood, you 
are giving the most precious 

gift that you can give.”

Westlake Family
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“i sAW it in the obseRVeR”
ADVERTISE IN A GREAT 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE!
contact Laura for ad details 

440-477-3556
laura@wbvobserver.com

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 
ONLINE ORDERING 

NOW AVAILABLE!
Receive 10% OFF Online Orders -

Enter Promo Code
 January (thru Jan. 31)

-or- February (starting Feb.1st)
www.thebaydiner.com

Dover Commons Plaza
660 Dover Center Rd.

440-835-9011
M-F 7am-8pm; Sat. 8am-8pm
Breakfast 8am-2pm Sundays

Follow us on

by George Ryan

Bay Village resident George Ryan, retired presi-
dent of the Lake Carriers’ Association and board 
member of the Great Lakes Historical Society, 

will offer a series of lectures on Great Lakes shipping 
at the Dwyer Memorial Senior Center in Bay Village on 
the following days:

March 9 – 400 years of Great Lakes Shipping, 1600-
2000. French, British and American development of 
North America, including: voyageur canoe; first sailing 
vessels; Revolutionary War and War of 1812 ships; first 
steam vessels; immigrant, passenger, iron ore, coal, 
stone and grain ships; lock and canal development and 
Seaway ocean shipping.

March 16 – Fur Trade in the Great Lakes, 1600-
1840. Fur was the reason for explo-
ration, settlement and growth in 
the Great Lakes region. We will 
look at the Native American trap-
per/trader, the French and British 
fur trade periods and political and 
economic factors that centralized 
the fur trades such as American 
independence, border treaties, 
Russian and Rocky Mountain fur 
traders and how that influenced 
the trades. The period ends with 
fur trader John Jacob Astor, the 
first American multi-millionaire, 
and the fashion change from fur to 
silk and other reasons.

April 13 – Passenger Ships in the 

Great Lakes. Program will include the immigrant trades 
from New York City via the Erie Canal and the Montreal 
route via the St. Lawrence River, as well as some major 
accidents of older vessels such as the  Eastland in Chi-
cago and the Noronic in Toronto. Segments will include 
the opulent cruise ships in the mid- and late-1800s, 
through the day and overnight cruise liners to resorts 
and amusement parks. We will cover the conversion of 
passenger ships into aircraft carriers during WWII and 
end with Lakes cruise ships after the opening of the St. 
Lawrence Seaway.

April 20 – Great Lakes Shipbuilding. From the Grif-
fon in 1679 to the 1,000-foot ships of today and other 
unique vessel designs; concentration will be on larger 
shipbuilding centers of Detroit, Lorain, Cleveland, Erie 
and Buffalo and on what types of ships were built in 
them. Explore role of East Coast and Gulf Coast ship-
yards in Great Lakes ship construction and of Great 
Lakes area leaders such as Henry Ford, the Steinbrenner 
family and James R. Barker.

Please RSVP to 440-835-6565. Each lecture will last 
approximately 45 minutes with a 15-minute question 
and answer period. The programs are offered without 
cost; however we request a donation of non-perishable 
food to be given to a hunger center. The 1,000-foot ore carrier James R. Barker was built in Lorain in 1976. 

Lecture series on history of Great Lakes shipping begins March 9

by Barb Bartlome

On a beautiful, February after-
noon, residents from the Gar-
dens at Westlake gathered at 

Birds of a Feather craft shop in West-
lake to provide their time for the worthy 
cause of making lap blankets for those 
with dementia.

The project was developed by 
Michele Gillum, volunteer coordinator 
for Hospice of the Western Reserve. It 
was brought to Michele’s attention that 
often dementia residents like to hold 
something that provides some form of 
tactile stimulation for them and surpris-
ingly the lap blankets, which have been 
titled “tactile lies,” provide that. The dif-
ferent textured fabrics offer the plea-
surable stimuli they enjoy. Also strips 
are sewn together with three different 

rows of ribbons which are then sewn 
into the seams that add a soft, fluffy 
backing.

The project was developed in 
January with the goal to make 200 lap 
blankets and has surpassed that over-
whelmingly. All fabric is donated and 
Birds of a Feather donated the space 
for those interested to be involved 
in the project. The lap blankets are 
then given to hospice patients with 
dementia.

The residents at the Gardens 
at Westlake took advantage of the 
opportunity to volunteer for this 
worthy project because they wanted 
to be helpful and are also developing 
a state-of-the art Life Enhancement 
Program for dementia residents. The 
facility will hire a certified dementia 
practitioner, which is the latest innova-

tion for activities so they are well quali-
fied in their new position with profes-
sional skills to oversee the program. The 

Gardens’ residents will also be making 
more projects beneficial to those with 
dementia. 

Gardens at Westlake residents 
volunteer for worthy cause

Gardens at Westlake resident Lillian Dittrch cuts material for a lap blanket to 
be given to patients with dementia.
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by Terri Zajac

Unity Hall Presents is 
hosting an event that 
will tantalize your curi-

osity and enlighten you about 
a fascinating time in Egyptian 
history – the year 1356 BC.

The young Pharaoh 
Akhenaten ascends to the 
throne proclaiming to the 
world that he has had a vision 
that there is only one god, the 
god of light. His story, and that 
of his wife, Nefertiti, known to be the most beautiful 
woman of antiquity, will be told in a multi-media 
presentation in the new venue, Unity Hall, on the 
campus of Unity Spiritual Center on Friday, March 
30, at 7:30 p.m. For more information and tickets 
($15) visit www.unityspiritualcenter.com or call 

440-835-0400.
This first-ever Egyptian presentation 

will provide participants an opportunity to 
learn about the spiritual history and phi-
losophy that began with Akhenaten and 
Nefertiti. Egyptian poetry, music, slides, 
photographs, film clips and the extraordi-
nary story and its effect on our world will 
be presented by Don King, an Egyptologist 
who has studied 
the culture for fifty 
years. This work 

is from his personal 
expeditions.

Unity Hall Presents is 
the cultural arm of Unity 
Spiritual Center and is 
located at 23855 Detroit 
Rd. in Westlake. 

by Julie Cikra

The newly renovated Dianne Bold-
man Gallery in the Huntington 
House at BAYarts opens with an 

exhibition entitled “Water” beginning 
Friday, March 9. Revitalized with new 
walls and fresh paint, the space will be 
adorned with works from the talented 
BAYarts faculty. 

Instructors from adult and chil-
dren’s classes will display their talents 
as a group in this annual show. The 
opening reception will be the perfect 
chance to meet the faculty.

“Water” will be on display through 
April 7 from 9 a.m.- 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday. Wander through the gallery and browse the spring 
newsletter which lists classes taught by these esteemed educators. Spring classes begin March 20. 

BAYarts faculty present water-themed show
BAYarts

Winners of BAYarts’ spring juried show will be on 
display in the Dianne Boldman gallery through April 3.

by Nancy Heaton

Since 2006, BAYarts’ spring juried show has repre-
sented the very best of regional artists in all disci-
plines. This year’s judges were Christopher Lynn, 

executive director of SPACES Gallery; and Anna Arnold, 
artist, teacher and Cleveland Museum of Art community 
muralist.

Lynn and Arnold had the challenge of reviewing over 
a hundred works. Only the lucky few were selected for 
the show.

The winners will be revealed at the opening recep-
tion on Friday, March 9, from 7 to 9 p.m. The show will 
be on display through April 3. Gallery hours are Monday-
Saturday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Winners of BAYarts’ 
spring juried show to be 
announced March 9

Revel in Egyptian culture and 
philosophy at Unity Hall event March 30

Could my husband  
really handle it all alone?   

How would I ask  
for help?

Did I let the dog out?
Gotta pick the girls up from soccer.  

What if I had cancer  
like Jackie? 

Oh, Book Club, wish they  
had CliffsNotes for this one. 
What if I didn’t know how  
much longer I had left ?

 

Imagine being Jackie.
Gotta drop off dinner for her.  

If I serve chicken one more time, we’re  
all going to start clucking. 

Thinking about the end-of-life is the first step to talking about it. At 
Hospice of the Western Reserve, we believe discussing it early will 
help both you and your family when the time comes. That’s why we 
encourage you to talk to your family about your wishes now. We’re 
here to guide you. Contact us for a booklet that explains our services 
and helps you start the conversation.

hospicewr.org/plan | 855.852.5050

HSPC-106Jackie4CAd4_625x7_5WBVO.indd   1 10/13/11   9:02 AM

by Cindy McNaughton

Westlake resident Clive 
Chan, an eighth-grade 

student at Birchwood School 
in Cleveland, had a flawless 
performance at the chapter-
level MathCounts competi-
tion on Feb. 18. For the second 
year in a row, Chan earned a 
perfect score of 46 and came 
in first overall at the presti-
gious competition held at 
Cleveland State University.   

Last year, Chan became 
the first Northeast Ohio student to receive 
a perfect score, and this year he continued 
to set new records as he repeated his flaw-
less performance.

About 250 students from the local 
competitions will advance to the state-
wide competition at Columbus State 
Community College in March. The top 
four individuals at the Ohio competition 
will progress to the National MathCounts 
Competition where they will compete 

against the top team 
from each state.

“Clive is a won-
derful illustration of 
a student’s brilliance 
combined with hard 
work,” said Charles 
Debelak, Chan’s 
math teacher and 
Head of School at 
Birchwood. “Intelli-
gence alone cannot 
earn a perfect score 
in MathCounts. It 
requires countless 

hours of dedicated effort.”
Currently in their 29th year, Math-

Counts is one of the country’s largest and 
most successful education partnerships 
involving volunteers, educators, industry 
sponsors, and students. The MathCounts 
Competition is a national middle school 
coaching and competitive mathematics 
program that promotes mathematics 
achievement through a series of fun and 
engaging “bee” style contests. 

Westlake resident breaks his own 
record with perfect math scores
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Queen Nefertiti

Clive Chan, a Westlake 
resident and student at 
Birchwood School, took 
first place in a recent 
math competition.
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March 7, 1-2:30 p.m.
Free Family History Research Help Session
if you need help getting started or have come 
to a “road block” in your journey of searching for 
your ancestors, this is an excellent opportunity to 
get assistance. Members of the Cuyahoga West 
chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society will be 
available to assist other members, or the general 
public, at the computer terminals in the computer 
lab of Westlake Porter Public Library. There is no 
charge for this service.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

March 7, 4-6 p.m.
West Bay Care and Rehab Center Solana 
Open House
Stop by and enjoy refreshments, door prizes, and 
tour our secured dementia unit.
27601 Westchester Parkway, Westlake

March 9, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Parent Discussion Group and Facilitated Play-
group: “How to Write a Social Story”
Parents will discuss how to write social stories to 
help children cope with new situations or to learn 
social skills such as patience, making friends, 
or sharing. children play in a separate room 
facilitated by child intervention specialists. This 
event is free and open to the public but we kindly 
ask for a rSVP; visit connectingforkids.org or call 
216-570-4326.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

March 10, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Westshore Mothers of Twins Spring Sale
More than 40 families selling gently used mater-
nity, baby and kid’s clothing, toys and equipment. 
homemade baked goods on sale. cASh OnLY. 
$5.00 Early Bird Admission 8-9 a.m.; $2.00 General 
Admission 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Rocky River Recreation Center Memorial Hall, 21016 
Hilliard Blvd.

March 10, 11 a.m.-noon
Green with Envy Lawn Care Seminar
Join us for this free informative seminar on get-

ting your lawn ready for spring.
Gale’s Westlake Garden Center, 24373 Center Ridge Rd.

March 11, 6 p.m.
Families Anonymous
This free 12-step program meets every Sunday 
and is designed for family members of those who 
have drug, alcohol or behavioral problems. What 
you hear, who you see and what you say stays 
at the meeting. You will discover serenity and a 
better way to live, in spite of your loved one’s un-
resolved problems. This meeting is for YOu. help 
and hope is a meeting away!
CrossPointe Community Church, 1800 Columbia Rd., 
Westlake 

March 13, 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Tuesday Morning Talkers, Toastmasters 
International
Would you like to overcome a fear of speaking in 
public? hone your interview skills? need to make 
presentations at work or community events? Join 
us in a supportive environment every Tuesday 
morning. for more info, contact doreen Papajcik, 
440-899-9479 or Betsy McKinney, 440-835-0030.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.

March 14, 10 a.m.
The Herb Guild General Meeting
The herb Guild’s general meeting begins at 10 
a.m., followed by the program, starting at 1:00 
p.m., presented by cookie Krizmanich and en-
titled “fragrance in the Garden.” come and join us 
for this entertaining and informative talk. Anyone 
interested is invited to attend. for more informa-
tion contact Gail at 440-899-2647.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

March 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
General Meeting, Northeast Ohio PC Club
The meeting is free and open to the public. Tom 
Jones, a designer and implementer of computer 
networks for over 25 years, will speak on “home 
networks and Wireless Systems.” Smart phones, 
tablet computers, netbook computers, etc. can 
connect to a wireless network. Tom will discuss 

products you’ll need for wireless networks in your 
home. his presentation begins at 7:15 p.m. but 
come early (6:30 p.m.) to socialize and enjoy free 
refreshments – and to meet Tom.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

March 15, 6:30-8 p.m.
Be the Miracle
Those touched by cancer can join Plain dealer 
columnist and new York Times best-selling au-
thor, regina Brett, for a discussion about her new 
book, “Be The Miracle: 50 Lessons for Making the 
impossible Possible.” There will be a dessert recep-
tion and book signing immediately following. 
Advanced registration is required; 216-595-9546.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

March 17, 8 a.m.-noon
Big Kid ReSale
Westlake’s holly Lane PTA is organizing a Big Kid 
reSale for clothing sizes 5T to Junior and gear 
more appropriate for the older set, rather than 
the toddler set. The sale will include more than 
50 tables. Besides clothing, the event will feature 
sports equipment, toys, games, books, music 
equipment, computer stuff, furniture and shoes. 
Admission is $5 for the early-bird preview from 
8-9 a.m. and $1 for entrance from 9 a.m.-noon. 
Cash sales only. Please, no bills larger than $20. 
Small bills appreciated at the door.
Westlake High School, 27830 Hilliard Rd.

March 17, 11 a.m.-noon
Orchid Care
Learn techniques for care and repotting of your 
orchids. Presented by Al Lund of the West Shore 
Orchid Society. free to the public.
Gale’s Westlake Garden Center, 24373 Center Ridge Rd.

March 21, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Deer Resistant Gardening
Westlake Garden Club March meeting and 
program with speaker, Stacey Allen, manager 
of Canalway Visitor Center of the Cleveland Me-
troParks. General meeting, followed by lunch and 
program. Learn what plants and arrangements 

make garden less attractive to deer and other 
garden pests. Everyone welcome. Call 440-892-
1861 for more information.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

March 21, 6 p.m.
Making the Move to Assisted Living
Join us for a discussion with a panel of experts 
who have first-hand knowledge and experience 
with assisted living communities. Learn and ask 
questions to educate yourself on which assisted 
living housing options might work best for your 
individual situation. Experts will be a geriatric 
nurse practitioner, director of nursing, senior 
service consultant, as well as family members of 
individuals currently living in an assisted living 
environment. refreshments will be provided. 
Space is limited, so please rSVP to carrie Zdilla at 
440-250-2300.
Devon Oaks Assisted Living, 2345 Crocker Rd., 
Westlake

March 21, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Ohio Genealogical Society, Cuyahoga West 
Chapter Meeting
cuyahoga West’s chapter president Jim denham 
and treasurer/webmaster John noble will be 
“visiting” some old and new favorite genealogi-
cal websites. The annual online demonstration is 
always a popular program. The meeting is open 
to the public, free of charge. Social time with 
refreshments is from 6:30-7 p.m.  
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Interior Painting • Plaster & Drywall Repair • Staining
Wallpaper Removal & Installation • Skim Coating

NAT-25536-1FREE ESTIMATES
216-287-7468 or 216-228-0138 office • www.allurepainting.net

cOMMUNITY EVENTS View more events and post your own on the Observer website at wbvobserver.com

Green LIVInG TIp
BAY VILLAGE GREEN TEAM

A Styrofoam cup, a plastic 
bottle or a glass bottle can 

take one million years or more 
to decompose in a landfill.

Classes, seminars • Open spiritual community 
Meditation • Prosperity principles • Sustainability practices

23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400  
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth

photos by carol Maat

Westlake High School geared up for 
prom season with a Feb. 24 assembly at the 
Performing Arts Center. Students walked the 
runway in prom dresses from Dora’s Bridal 
Salon in Fairview Park and tuxes by American 
Commodore Tuxedo.

WHS Prom Assembly 2012


